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above be attributable rather to neglect or ignorance of

necessary precautions than to its own essentially dangerous
character, the end desired may be attained by official regu-
lation of the performance in question. This at least is need-
ful. In dealing, therefore, with such and other like sensa-
tional exhibitions we would advocate a practice of stricter
inspection and regulation with liberty of prohibition when
such measures are neglected, or when they appear in-

adequate to guarantee the safety of human life. The
matter is one which deserves more careful investigation than
it has yet received. -

THE PREVENTION OF RUST ON SURGICAL
NEEDLES.

DR. DAwBARN, in a recent number of the New York ’

Medical Joorncal, points out that dry sterilising of needles
at the usual temperature is apt to injure their temper and
cause subsequent bending during use; that boiling or steam
induces flecks of rust, while glycerine has failed. He

suggests keeping the needles in alcohol, the procedure being
as follows : the needles are immersed in benzine to remove

grease, then after running them through a towel the points
are plunged into a piece of cork the size of a pea-to avoid
dulling from j olting&mdash;and finally, with their corks, are placed
in a wide-mouthed, glass-stoppered bottle filled with abso-
lute alcohol. After using the needles pass them through
a thick, wet, soapy towel repeatedly, cleanse the eye with a
thread, immerse in benzine, and finally replace in the
alcohol. The latter substance is an efficient disinfectant,
besides being an excellent protector against rust.

STERILISED MILK.

AN interesting discussion took place at the recent meeting
of the American Medical Association on the composition
and clinical value of sterilised milk. 1 Dr. Henry Koplik
of New York treated of the bacteriological aspect of the
question. It had been repeatedly shown by different observers
that the lactic acid bacterium gained access to milk from
without, that it is destroyed by heat, but that a high degree
of heat is needed to destroy the spores of the bacteria, which
multiply after several days, and produce a second or alkaline
fermentation. The best method for sterilising milk, according
to Dr. Koplik, is that introduced by Hueppe, in which steam
is the active agent. In an ordinary covered tin vessel twenty
minutes are sufficient to sterilise milk by steam. Milk will

decompose, however, several days after being well steamed,
by the action of the bacilli first isolated by Lomer. After

exhibiting and describing cultures of the forms of bacteria
which may develop in milk after sterilisation, Dr. Koplik
formulated the following practical conclusions: That pro-
longed sterilisation by steam is necessary, and that
sterilised milk should not be kept several days, but should
be used promptly. Professor Leeds of Hoboken and
Dr. Davis of Philadelphia then read a paper on the
"Chemistry and Clinical Value of Sterilised Milk." I
From a chemical examination of different samples of
sterilised milk. Professor Leeds concluded that sterili- ’,
sation destroyed a starch -liquefying ferment normally
present in milk. Lactalbumen was partly coagulated,
and caseine was rendered less readily digestible by rennet,
pepsine, and pancreatine. Butter fat sometimes separated,
and the albuminoids in their changed condition hindered the
assimilation of fat. Milk sugar was destroyed by long
heating. The process most likely to give good results is to
render milk feebly alkaline with lime water, then to treat
with pancreatine at 155&deg; F. for six minutes; if the milk is
not to be used at once, it should be raised to boiling for a
moment. Dr. Davis’s experience in the Philadelphia Hospital
had indicated that while infants fed on sterilised milk and

1 Medical News, May 9th, 1891.

treated by modern methods of intestinal antisepsis were re-
lieved of acute gastro-enteritis or " cholera infantum," yet
they were not nourished by milk which had been sterilised.
They frequently suffered from obstinate constipation, and
their bodies presented after death appearances character-
istic of atrophy of the digestive tract. Amongst the suc-
ceeding speakers was Dr. J. Lewis Smith of New York,
who drew attention to the fact that milk strained through
wine-strainers, exposed to the air of infected rooms, and
handled by infected hands, is dangerous. Before the use
of sterilised milk among asylum children in New York,
100 per cent. (sic) under eight months perished, but there had
been a considerable improvement since the introduction of
sterilised milk. That by boiling many sources of infection
are destroyed is undoubted, but whether such milk is still
as easily digested, or whether its nutritive value is as

great, further investigations must be undertaken to show.

QUARANTINE IN NEW YORK.

IN a report addressed by Dr. W. M. Smith, health
officer of the port of New York, to the Commissioners of
Quarantine of the State of New York, a number of con-
siderations are adduced which, it is held, make it desirable
that the system of quarantine as carried out in the United
States should be maintained. Immigration is one of
the great problems in so far as the prevention of disease
is concerned, and it is well known that, in so far as importa-
tion from the Old World is concerned, the Northern
States of America are becoming more and more stringent.
Indeed, all infectious fevers are quarantinable, and so

wide is the definition of the term that control can be
exercised over " any disease of a contagions, infectious, or
pestilential character, which shall be considered by the health
officer dangerous to the public health." The vaccination
of all intending immigrants at their ports of departure has
been aimed at for some time; but as it has not been entirely
successful, it is supplemented by vaccination after embarka-
tion, and this with excellent results. And as an induce-
ment to passengers to submit to the process it appears that
on arrival at the quarantine station those whu have been
vaccinated before exposure to any case of small-pox arising
during the voyage are allowed at once to proceed to their
destination, others being submitted to the vexation and
delay involved in detention. Indeed, all persons landing
and not having a certificate of vaccination may be detained
until the full incubative period of the disease has elapsed
since the last exposure to infection.

INFECTION DUE TO SHAVING.

NOTWITHSTANDING that the subject has recently given
rise to some discussion in the daily press, there can be no
reasonable doubt as to the causation of parasitic sycosis,
and the frequent responsibility of barbers for its propaga-
tion. We will not deny that the disease may occasionally
arise from accidental contact other than that of infected

soap and brush. Its close connexion with these, however,
is affirmed by the evidence of a common and persistent
sequence of events. We need not dwell upon the tenacity
with which it clings to the hair of the face, nor

will we examine the methods used by the dermatologist
for its destruction. Sanitary cleanliness is here better than
any remedy, and the assertion of this important fact
is the chief result of the somewhat lengthy newspaper
correspondence already mentioned. It has been impressed
by different writers in various ways. Thus we are advised
to shave ourselves, to avoid the cheap barber, to use pre-
cautions with brushes and the like. Perhaps the advice
firsb given would prove the best, but the professional
operator is to many persons indispensable. The truest
wisdom for oneself in such a case is clearly to use due care


